1761]              To Sir Horace Mann                159

I should be a lame duck if the Spaniards take the vessel
that has my altar on board.

Monday, at night.

1 have been abroad, and have heard some particulars
that are well worth adjoining to my letter. Fuentes last
night delivered copies to the foreign ministers of his
master's declaration. It is, properly, the declaration of the
Bang of Spain against Mr. Pitt (a circumstance that will
not lessen the dignity of the latter). It intimates that, if
we had asked to see the treaty in a civil manner, We might
have obtained it; and it pretends still to have no hostile
intentions. Puentes comments on this latter passage at
large. You may judge of their pacific sentiments, by hearing
that they have threatened the court of Portugal to march
an army into that kingdom if they do not declare offen-
sively against us. War was the only calamity left for the
Portuguese to experience. When they have dethroned
the royal family at Lisbon, I suppose, according to the
tenderness of royal brotherhood, Don Carlos will afford his
sister3, her husband, and their race, an asylum in his own
court. How much better he behaved when he was under
your tuition at Naples! The same courier brought Fuentes
the Toison d'Or, and carried another to the Due de Choi-
seul; in return, the Cordon Bleu was given to Grimaldi *
at Paris. Well, we must make our fortune now we have
a monopoly of all the waf in Europe!

My Lady Pomfret is dead, of a complication of dis-
tempers, on the road to Bath. Lady Mary Wortley is not
yet arrived. Good night!

3  Maria Anne, wife of Joseph, King     with whom Ghoiseul negotiated the
of Portugal.                                        *Family Compact.1

4 The Spanish Ambassador at Paris,n the new sub-
